A healer works to cure tiredness due to arecent bereavement.
Dushanbe, Tajikistan. July 2008.
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Gifts of money are passed between men and women dancing at a Pamiri wedding.
Roshorv, Tajikistan. July 2008.



A newly-wed
woman dressing
in traditional
Uzbek clothes.
Khanabad,
Uzbekistan. April
2007.

Carolyn Drake is an American documentary photographer based in Istanbul
who has worked extensively in Central Asia and China. Her work has been
published in National Geographic, HotShoe and The New York Times. In 2008
she won the Lange-Taylor Prize and was a runner-up in the World Press Photo
awards. In this, her first UK exhibition, curated by Philip Grover and Christopher
Morton, Drake’s images explore the everyday effects of environmental, social
and economic change in post-Soviet Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

Over the pust two yeurs Carolyn Drake’s photoyraphic work hus focused on the five
neighbouring countries of post-Soviet Central Asiu, a landlocked reygion situated
between Russiu, Chinu, Afghunistun und Iran. Before becoming purt of the USSR,
the areu wus culled Turkestun and its people tfended to identify themselves by
their way of life, either nomudic or sedentary, Communities were orgunized uround
reygionul, clun-like politicul networks. Most people practised Islum. The Soviet
government ubsorbed these lunds in the 1920s, bunniny religion, centrulizing
politicul control, und ussighing ethnic identities to people: Uzbek, Tujik, Turkmen,
Kyrgyz, Kazakh. The creation of irregular administrative boundaries based on these
divisions interrupted fraditionul hetworks und alliunces, bolstering the Soviet Union’s
conftrol over its frontier with the Islumic world. These porous bounduries ure how
nutionul borders.

The sociul und economic ties between these peoples spun muny centuries, since
the reyion lies ut the heurt of uncient tfrade routes connecting the Mediterruneun

Children cooling
off in anirrigation
canal. Akjar,
Tajikistan. July
2008.

with Asia; und culturdl links remuain visible today despite the varied yeoyruphy
and arfificial divisions created by hational borders. The connectedness is ulso
environmentul, becuuse the countries share u water-intensive system of cotton
monoculture (infroduced during Soviet times) and a diminishing supply of water
from the mountains in the eaust.

In Tajikistun, Drake stayed mostly in the south of the country, travelling to the
Gorno-Budukhshun Autonomous Reyion in the south-eust und Shaartuz district

in the south-west. Gorno-Budukhshan encompusses some of the world’s highest
mountuins, and the resulting isolation hus fostered the development of a distinctive
culture. The people belony to u sect of Shiu Islum culled Ismuilism und live beside
rivers und streums in steep Mountuin vulleys. They practice smull-scule uygriculture
using wuter which runs intfo the valleys from glaciers aund snow-melt. Shuartuz,

by contrust, is low-lying and dry, lund thut wus not inhubited until the Soviet
government infroduced irrigution, built fowns, und trunsported people to work

oh collective furms growiny cofton on u muss scule. The people ure mostly Sunni
Muslims strugyling to survive in u pluce whose infrustructure wus largely destroyed
during Tujikistun’s civil war in 1992,

In Uzbekistan, Drake travelled between the devout und fertile Ferghana Vdlley in
the eust of the country und the purched Karukalpuk Autonomous Reyion in the
west, where Sovietization und the drying-up of the Arul Seu have cuused un erosion
of the fraditiondl nomadic culture und d long-standing environmental crisis.



